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Depart I pray you from the Tents of theſe wicked 1 

Men, and touch nothing of theirs, leſt ye be con- | 

\ ſumed in all their Sins. Numb. xvi. 26. | 

Beware of Falſe Prophets, which come to you in | 

Sheeps-Clothing, but inwardly they are ravening © | 
Wolves, Mat. vii. 15. {EM 5 
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jurors. 


== R O M the time of the Providen- 
HFA B99 tial Revolution in the Year 1688, 
HAAR whereby God was pleaſed to pre- 
nerve thoſe Liberties, which for 
— many Ages had been our Birth- 
right as Engliſbmen; and the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, Which we had enjoy'd ever ſince our De- 
liverance from the Bondage of the Church of 
Rome by the Reformation: We have had thoſe 
among us, who ought to have been gk 
Partakers of theſe ſignal Bleſſings; whole plain 
Duty it was to praiſe God for them, and to obey 
Whoſe Men, whom he had made his Inſtruments 
ff continuing them to us; who have yet, in 
dppoſition to the Inſtances of Providence (ſo 
frequently and fo remarkably wrought for our 
Preſervation) unaccountably thought fit to ad- 
ere to the Pretenſions of an abdicated Tyrant, 
SE Sod A2 who 


who had given many undeniable Proofs of his 


| 
| 


Intention, of 2 us Temporal Slaves to 

himſelf, and Spiritual Slaves to the Church of I : 
| Rome. % 1 
| W 
| WHEN the late King James had quitted | 
| theſe Realms, and was ſupported by a Popiſh 
| —— Prince abroad, theſe his dutiful Vaſſals at home us 
| ook up the Employment of betraying to him 
| whatever they could learn of our Counſe ls and 
| Preparations, -of withdrawing weak People 
| from their Allegiance, and of comforting him 
\ with falſe Accounts of their own, Succeſs in 
7 making Proſelytes and in ſowing Diviſions a- 
| mong us. Ever ſince his Deceaſe, they have 
| by the fame Inſtances. given. proof of tho ſame 
p Affection to his. pretended Son; only witli this 
difference, that their Zeal for him, or rather. MY | 
their Rage againſt the Religion and Liberty f 


their Country, ſeems ro increaſe 10 proportion; = 
to his baffled Enterprizes and Diſappointments.. - 


FOR fince the late horrid Rebellion, raiſed; | 
by Papiſts in conjunction with the Nonſwearing 
and Forſwearing Enemies of the Government, | 
has been happily ſuppreſſed, the Nonjurors 
have been more outrageouſly inſolent than ever. 
They did indeed before by their treaſonable 
Libels of Hereditary Right treat our Legal 
Princes as Uſurpers, gt they have thought i 
fit in print charitably to declare the whole Na- 
tion. (except thoſe of their own Congregations) | 
excommunicated Schiſmaticks: they did before, 
| | | | con- 


* contrary to the 'Femporal. and Eccleſiaſticah 
Laus of this Land, clandeſtinely conſecrate ſuali 
; as they calbd Biſhops, and ordain Presbyters;, 
but now they have impudently claim d the. ſple 
Right of diſpenſing theſe ſacred Offices: They 
$ 4id before poiſon. Perſons unskilful! in the Con- 
ſtitution 1 with falſe Notions; 
me of Obedience, and taught them to direct it ro» 
im an illegal Object; but the Progreſs of their 
id. Work by Converſions of this kind being ſlower 
ple than ſuted with their Patience or Conventiens: 
cy, and finding the People grown weary Withi 
the ſtale Story of ſuch a romantick Loyalty as? 


a- they recommended to them, tho the End they 
we aim at be ſtill· che lame, they have now” found 
me out. new. means, which they hope will! prove 
his: more effectual for accompliſhing it. Tho their 
ner Deſign be now the very ſame it was before, of 
of inſlaving us to the Pretender ;, yet they have 
ion found. by a long Experience, that the People 
stare not to be deluded into their own Ruin, bur 
by a Pretence at leaſt of ſomething lieh they 
ſed are more zealouſly concern d for, than they 
ing have ſhewn themſel ves to be for his Perſon. 

ors TH EY. have obſerv'd-what-a pernicious Suc- 
7er. ceſs they once had by their groundlefs but arti- 
ble ficial Cry of the Danger of the Church of Ex- 
gal. land. This ſo univerſally, operated over the 
ht whole Nation, and brought the Adminiſtration 
Na- of our publick Affairs into ſuch treacherous 
ns) Hands, as, without the particular Interpoſttion 


of Heaven, would infallibly have deliver d us 
into 


— —— — p — — — — — 


(6) . 
into the power of our Enemies; whereby they * 
found that the Church of Exgland (as, when WWF 
rightly underſtood, it deſerves to be) was the 
darling Object of far the major part of the Sub. 
jocts of this Kingdom. Tho therefore the Cry 
of the Church's Danger has ſpent its Force, and 
loſt the Power of any further Inchantment ; ; 13 
yet from the general Affection that was ſhewn n 
towards her upon an imaginary Danger, it is 
hop'd, that could the People be but perſuaded | 1 
that ſhe is retir'd into the Conventicles of the 7 
Nomurors, thither they would in Multitudes 
flock after her. -..- - on 


- 
- 


27 


THE preſent Scheme therefore is to induce 
the People to believe, that our Archbiſhops and 
Biſhops, who ſucceeded thoſe who were de- 
Oe: at the Revolution for refuſing to take '% 
the Oaths requit'd by Law to the Government, 
were Uſurpers of their Sees; that by commu- * 
nicating with them, the Parochial Clergy, with 
all their Flocks, are in a dangerous Schiſin; 
that the Ordinances of God, adminiſtred by 
their hands, are null and invalid, and are only 
attended with the promis d Divine Influence, 

when diſpens'd by Nonjurors, who it ſeems 

have the Church of England, together with all 
her Authority, in their keeping. That there- 
fore the People may have the means of Grace 
convey'd to them by thoſe who roundly affirm, 
that they alone in this Kingdom have the Divine 
Right of diſpoſing of them, they are exhorted 


ro forſake the ſchiſmatical Miniſters of their re- 
| ſpective 


J. 
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A 179 | 
hey pective Pariſhes, and .to become Members of 
hen his Orthodox Nonjuring Church: but becauſe 
the it is not conceivd practicable for Perſons, at a 
ub. great diſtance (incumbred perhaps with Fami- 
ry ies, or ingag d in Employments) to come to 


the Fountain-head for theſe purer Docttines; 
t; for the caſe of ſuch (upon the ſuppoſition of a 
wa Maintenance) Miſſionaries are offer'd to receive 
t is converts, and to ſtrengthen them in the Non- 
ded | 4 juring Faith: and where the Labourers in this 
the Harveſt fall ſhort, there the People are to con- 
des tent themſelves with mourning and long ing for 
the Communion. of this pure Church, but in 

the mean time are utterly diſallow'd communi- 
cating with their own Miniſters. 


le- _ PERMIT me (my dearly beloved Fellow- 
Proteſtants and Countrymen) to lay open to 
our View the rotten Foundation upon which 
this prodigious Superſtructure is rais d, leſt ye. 
approach too near it, and be cruſh'd under its 
Ruins. Permit me, out of a regard to the Glo- 
ty of God, to the Tranquillity of his moſt 
racious Majeſty and Subjects, to the Intereſt of 
the Proteſtant Religion in theſe Realms, and all 
other Parts of the World, out of a regard for your 
Families and Poſterity, and laſtly out of a tender 
Concern for your temporal Happineſs, and your 
eternal Salvation, to lay before you the Wicked- 
neſs of theſe Mens Principles, and the fatal 
Conſequences unavoidably flowing from them; 
that ye may not by the enticing Words, and 
cunning Craftinels of thoſe, who; lie in wait to 
Saia deceive, 


YI 
teceive, be enſnar'd into For own temporal 
and ſpiritual Deſtruction, by raſfily becoming 
Partakers-of other Mens Sins. — 


THE Schiſm they charge us with, is out 
hor following che Example of the Depriv*d Bi. 


hops, in adknowhedging the late King Yamers f 


Eecleſiaſtical Supremacy, after he had abdica- 4 . 
ted the Throne; and our Excommunication is 


founded upon the 2d Canon, which ruus thus: 
Whofoever ſball thereafter affirm, that the Rings 
Majefty bath not the fame Authority in Cauſes E. 9 
dleſraſtical, that the Godly 'Kings had among the 


Jews, an Chriſtian Emperors in the Primitive 
Church, or impeach in any part his legal Supremacy | 
in the ſaid Cauſe reſtor'd to the Crown; and bythe 
Laws of ubs Realm therein eſtubliſbo a, let him be 
excommunicated ipſo fatto, and not reſtor'd but 
owly by the Arohbifſbop tfter his Repentance, an 

pallick Revocation of thoſe hiswicked Errors. 


-T-READILY -apree with the Nanjurors, 
that this Canon reſers to the King for the time 
28 ſame to whom by the 1 1th of Hen. 
the our Allegiance is alue: nay, the Ca- 
non it ſelf, did it lodg the 'Sypremacy in any 
other, would be -contrary to the 1ſt of Elisa- 
leb, which has for ever annex d it to the 
Crown, and 1 would be null and 
void by 'the -25th-of H. VIII. as being repug- 
nant t the Law of the Land. And that it was 
not intended, that this or any other Canon 
ſhould contradict the Laws, is evident 1 

— . | King 


= A . 

Kking James the Firſt's Ratification of the whole 
Body of. them, wherein he declares that he 
did it upon the foot of the aforeſaid Statute of 


p Henry the VIIIth. 


= BUT before the Nonjurors had intemperate- 
iy raken upon them to excommunicare King, 


lica- 9 Lords, and Commons, the Biſhops, Clergy, 

n is and ninety nine Parts in a hundred of the Peo- 

ws: ple of this Kingdom, by virtue of this Canon, 
„ 


it would have been but reaſonable for them to 


2 S RX 

E bave provd, that the late King James was the 
the King for the time being, when the Generality of 
ive the People of this Land, of all Ranks and Qua- 
ac) lities, difown'd his Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy : 
the it before this was done, his Title to the Crown 
. be was gone, the Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy, inſe- 


parab 1 annex d to it, could not poſſibly be left 


hind. 


THE Queſtion then is, Whether the late 
King James could not, or did not actually for- 
feit his Title to the Crown by rhe enormous 
Illegalities of his Government, and his final 
Deſertion of it? If he could and did, from 
the moment that his Succeſſor was recogniz d, 
the Nonjurors became the Perſons excommuni- 
cated by this Canon, as diſowning the Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Supremacy to be in the King for the time 
being. If King James's Title ro the Crown 
was unalienable dr indefeaſible (as they love to 
call it) this muſt be ſo by virtue of ſome Divine 
Law, or che Law of this Land: if this fort 5 

4 5 Title 
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Title could have been made out by any Law of 
| God, the Adyocates of the late King Jame: Wi 
ſhould, out of Loyalty to him, and Charity 
to us, have\produc'd it at the proper time, that 
he thereby might have been ſecur'd upon the WY 
Throne, and we prevented from tranſgreſſing a 


Divine Command. The Scriptures can be of 


* 


+ 


in all Ages and Nations: but if God has left 8 


* 


Mankind at liberty to pitch upon ſuch Forms of 
Civil Government, as they ſhall judg moſt con- 
ducive to the Happineſs of their reſpective 
Communities; if he allows of ſuch a Limited 
Monarchy as ours is, he cannot have given any 
one an unalicnable Title to uſurp an unlimited 
Power. It is Blaſphemy, as well as a Contra- 8 
diction, to affirm, that God has given any Man 
an indefeaſible Right of doing wrong. The 
Patriarchal Scheme, deſign'd for the Service of 
'' . Abſolute Monarchy, and pretended to be col- 

5 lected out of the Old Teſtament, is fo far 

it from eſtabliſhing this Right in any one Mo- 

narch, that it proves them all Uſurpers, unleſs 8 
the direct Deſcendant from Adam happen to be 
one of them: the plain Conſequence of which 
Doctrine is, that till this Heir of Adam can be 
| found out, the World ought to continue with- Wi 


out any Government at all, or at leaſt all Men 


1K) are at liberty whether they will obey any or 
| no. Our Saviour, in the New 3 2 Y 
eclar'd 


— 

c * 
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F „ 
w of WF declard himſelf no Divider of Inheritances ; 
ame; all that he has commanded upon this Head is, 
arity ip To render to Cæſar the things that be Cæſar's: but 
that he has no where oblig'd us tamely to yield up 
the co him our Lives and Eſtates, which he has no 
ng a Right to demand. St. Paul has admoniſh'd us 
e of to be ſubject to the Higher Powers, or lawful Au- 
un- thorities, as the Word properly ſignifies, and 
that as is plain the Apoſtle meant by it, from the 
the M eſcription he gives of Civil Magiſtrates, which 
e of s, that they are not a Terror to good Works, but 
; left Vo the evil; that the ſupreme Magiſtrate is the 
is of Diiniſter of God for Good, and a Revenger, to 
con- 4 execute Wrath upon him that doth Evil. Agree- 
tive able to this is the Doctrine of St. Peter, who 
iited 4 tells us in the 24 Chap. of his 1ſf Epiſtle, ver. 
any 3, 14. that the Office of a King and his ſubor- 
ited dinate Governors, is to puniſh Evil-doers, and 
tra- ro praiſe them that do well, If with St. Paul we 
Man peak of Government in general, to ſtile any other 
The Wort of it than what anſwers theſe Ends the Or- 
e of dinance of God, is impiouſly charging him with 
col- ming out Commiſſions for Tyranny, Violence, 
far {Wand all forts of Oppreſſion, and with authe- 


Mo- rizing Men to violate his immutable Moral 
nlels Laws againſt Rapine and Murder: Or if with 
> be St. Peter, we call any particular Form of Go- 
hich vernment the Ordinance of Man, it is abſurd 
1 be to conceive that Men originally entred into it 
ich- with any other View than the procuring of 


Men cheſe very Ends, which the Scriptures, as well 
„or s the common Senſe of Mankind, declare to 
has q de the Ends of all Government. 


(12) 


SINCE God thedefore has not preſcrib'd 
any particular Form of Government, but has 
commanded Obedience to all Forms, procuring 


the Welfare of the govern'd Party, and that 
becauſe all ſuch are his Ordinances, it follows, 
that where the Reaſon ceaſes, the Obligation 
muſt ceaſe too; and where Governments are op- 
preſſive and tyrannical, and conſequently none 
of his Ordinances, we are not by any Com- 


mand of his oblig d to ſubmit to them: on the 
contrary, we violate the Scripture Duties of 
making Proviſion for our Families, and of bring- 
ing them up in the true Worſhip of God, when 


we unneceſlarily ſurrender up "our ſelves. and 


them into the hands of Idolaters, and deliver /4 


up our Properties to any one who has not a 


better Right to demand, than we have to re- 
rain them. 5 


B this time I hope it appears, that the 


Crown was not, by the Law of God, unaliena- 
bly fix d upon the Head of the late King James; 


let us next ſee whether his indefeaſible Right 


was more firmly ſecur'd by the Laws of the 
Land, By the 25th of Edw.IIL a King is ob- 
lig'd to ſee that the Laws be executed, till ſuch 
time as they are repeaPd by the ſame Authority 


that firſt enacted them: If a Prince therefore, 


inſtead of executing the Laws, will execute the 
contrary, or arbitrarily diſpenſes with them, he 
from that moment commences Tyrant; and the 
Language of thoſe who have been the * 

27 | | Oracles 
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. 10 
che Rule whereby to judg of Obedience ani 
Rebellion, ſhould in this Homily ſo far fo 
get himſelf, as to call a neceſſary Defence oi 


1 
our Conſtitution by ſo hard a Name. | 


NOTWITHSTANDING therefore any £ 
thing in the Law of God, or the Law of ou b 
2 


2 


* 


* 
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Country, or the Practice of our Forefathers, of 
the Opinions of our Divines, or any eſtabliſh'4 
Doctrine of our Church; it is plain that the 
late King James might poſſibly forfeit his Title 
to the Crown. Let us now ſce whether he 1 


actually did it or no. _ 


= 
FS. 


THIS I muſt own is an unpleaſant Task, 
for he was once a King, and the- Son of a King 
much better than himſelf; and therefore out of i 
regard to that Majeſty he was once poſſeſs d of, 
I would gladly let his Actions as well as his 8 
Aſhes lie quiet in a ſilent Oblivion. But theſe 8 
his cruel. Friends, who pretend an uncommon i 
Reſpect for his Memory, continually force us 
(in our own Juſtification) to revive the Arbi- 
trary Inſtances of his evil Government: while 
they daily ring in the ears of honeſt, but un- 
skilful People, the Indefeaſible Hereditary Right 
of King James; while they impiouſly brand 
the pious Proteſtant Princes, who haye been 
God's Inſtruments in preſerving our Holy Re- 


ligion and Legal Liberties, with Tyranny and 
Ulſurpation ; while they uncharitably, as well 
as inſolently, charge the Nobility, Biſhops, Gen- 
try, Clergy, and the Bulk of the * -4 5 

thele { 1 


* ( 15 ) 
> an{icſe Realms, with Schiſm and Rebellion, In 
r for. MWSrder to ſatisfy the Scruples of well-meaning 
ce I erſons, raiſed by their fallacious Reaſonings, 
order to make them chearful in their Obe- 
ence to one of the beſt Princes the Throne 
f theſe Kingdoms was ever bleſs'd with, we 
ic conſtrained afreſh to let the World know, 
at the late King James had pick'd out a Set of 
ages, to declare it Law that his Will was a- 
oe the Law; and that he ſteddily acted pur- 
ant to this wicked Principle. By virtue of 
r he is pretended tame wf e erected an high 
N c.cleſiaſtical-Commiſſion Court, in defiance of 
Acc of Parliament made in the 17th of his 


Lask, 4 ious Father, and as to this particular confirm d 
King Dy another Act in the 13th of his Brother, King 
it of &-arles the Second. By the help of this En- 
d of, ine he ſuſpended the Biſhop of London, and 


is Neprived the Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge of 
is Office and = of his Headſhip, for 
Pot perjuring himſelf, in admitting a Popiſh 
4 al to the Degree of Maſter of Arts with- 
Put taking the Oaths. By this he turned the 
W reſident and Fellows of Magdalen-College out 


Pf their legal Frecholds, for refuſing to break 


e us 


Un- | | 
ight heir Statutes (which they had {worn to ob- 
rand Nerve) in electing unqualified Perſons for their 


deen ME reſidents ; tho at the fame time, by filling up 
Re- heir vacant Places with Papiſts, he broke his 
and k dwn Oath which he had taken to protect the 
yell roteſtant Religion. While the Civil and Mi- 

- Mpfary Government of Ireland was put into Po- 
; of J 


iſh hands, the Clergy. in England were me- 
dee 


naced 


Sd 
4 


. 


naced 


deſtructive of out legal Liberties. 1 

WHILE theſe things were tranſacting, th 1 
People of England were ſo far from ſhowing 
a Rebellious Spirit, that they ſuffer'd then 
ſelves to be brought ſo very near the brink di 
Ruin, that little leſs than a Miracle was nec 
fary for their Preſervation. If even then ( 
the Nonjurors tell us) it was rebellious to reſi: E 
a Tyrant, let;us no longer have the Vanity t1 ll 
call our ſelves a free People. In vain are o 
Peers and Repreſentatives Parts of the Legi. 
lature, if the Laws, when made, muſt be ſub. 
ſervient to the Will of the Prince. In var 
have we a Right to be govern'd by Laws, if f 
neither our Laws nor our Right muſt be de. 


1 
- 


fended. Our boaſted Liberties are ridiculouſly 
precarious, if we are paſſively to ſee them 1. 4 
viſh'd from us. A Limited Monarchy, and au 
Indefeaſible Right in the Sovereign acting with - 
out Limits, cannot by any arguing be made al 
en Contradiction, than what they evident - 


y appear at firſt ſight. 


1 


4 


Wie 
impr mw 


ers au THE late King James then, having by his 
ind tlWcared deſperate Practices brought matters to 
ts. Mt paſs, that either ſomewhat extraordinary 
y wen s to be done to fave the Nation, or our Re- 
h, anon and Liberties were to be irretrievably 
houg ; it pleaſed God, by his Inſtrument the then 
ery, orious Prince of Orange, to protect the In- 

ed. The late King James however, as well 
e could, ſupplied with Malice his Declen- 
ig, th of Power, and his laſt Efforts were 1 * 
owing making it intricate for another to aſcend 
then it Throne, which he could no longer fir 
ink on. He ſent before him into a Popiſh Court 
nec Pretended Son, together with thoſe who 
en (re capable of proving or diſproving of his 
 reſiſ Weitimacy ; and at his own departure diſpoſed 
ity to the Broad Seal in the River of Thames, and 
re o t us intirely deſtitute of Government and 
Legi. overnours. In coming to a new Settlement, 
e fub. e ſhow'd our unalterable Love to our antient 
vyain Fonſtitution, and therefore follaw'd the Foot- 
ws, if eps of our wiſe Forefathers in the like Caſes, 
e de- 1 recognizing the next of the Royal Family 

4 


ouſly hom we thought moſt capable of Goyern- 
m ri. ent, and moſt likely to govern us accordin 

nd au our Laws. And when he was acknowledge 

with. Pvereigu by almoſt the whole Body of the 
ade ation, he was then certainly the Ordinance 
dent- WF God, the Power, the King in being, to 
om both by Divine and Human Laws our 
Pedience was due; and he had undoubtedly, 
HF conjunction with his People, the fame Au- 
| | C  thoriry 
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thority of enacting Laws for the future Secy, 
rity of the Conſtitution, as his PredeceſſonM 


and their Subjects had before him. "P 


N 
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THIS being the Caſe, where was the Hard 3 
ſhip in the depriving of thoſe Biſhops who ob 
ſtinately adhered to the Pretenſions of a Pe. 


% 

* 

f 
have continued Peers of Parliament, to have 
ſhare in the Legiſlature, or to enjoy thoſe Tem- 
poralities they had received from the Crow, 
or to exerciſe a Juriſdiction over the King's Sub- $ 
jects, while they refuſed to give the Govern i 
ment the ſame Pledges of their Fidelity, 2 
thoſe Subjects did: this would be to impower 8 
Men by Law to overturn the Law, and to put 4 
Swords into thoſe Enemies hands, who fairly 
give notice that they will employ them in our F 
Deſtruction. 4 
BEFORE theNonjurors had told the World JP 
that Dr. Tillotſon, a ſubject Presbyter, was hoiſted? 
up into the room of Archbiſhop Saxcroft, they 
would have done well to have proved that 4% 
Canonical Subjection was due to him after 2 
Legal Deprivation. Before they had given 
Dr. Teniſon the Title of Head of a Schilm, they i 
ought more narrowly to have examined their 
own Innocency in this reſpect. Have they now 
ne'er a Titular Archbiſhop left? Why then 
have they not charged his preſent Grace of oo apt 
Fervury * | 
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ſon, who had beyond contradiction forfeited 
all Right to Government? No Man in his 
Senſes will ſurely affirm, that they ought ta 
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1 
Ferbary as the Continuer of the Schiſm? He 
annot upon any account be thought unworthy 
f che Compar” of the other two, neither 
ould he (1 am perſuaded) have diſdained 
heirs; whoſe Names are held in Veneration 
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Had y all true Exgliſimen and true Proteſtants, and 
ho ob Fboſe Memories future Ages will reverence, 
2 Pe, Ihen the true Hiſtory of Nonjuring Proceedings 


9 ill ſcarce be credited by thoſe who then ſhall 


= Pave any Regard for the Proteſtant Religion, 

cht to br any Value for Engliſb Liberty. 3 
5 1 

3 F HAVING, I humbly conceive, fairly cleard 

-own | Pur Proteſtant Princes from Ulurpation, and 


Sud. Their Subjects from Schiſm and Rebellion; per- 
init me (my Beloved Countrymen) to lay be- 
fore you the Conduct of our Accuſers, toge- 
her with irs unavoidable fatal Conſequences : 
ive me leave to ſhew you how guilty they 
ü themſelves have been, and are, of what they fo 
Pally charge upon us. | 

3 WHEN the Prince of Orange Was recog- 
orlg nized King, he was moſt certainly the King for 
iſted | he time being ; the Perſon to whom our Laws 
they equired Obedience, the Perſon inveſted not 
at 2 only with Temporal but Eccleſiaſtical Supre- 
er 2 MJ. It muſt be therefore left to your Rea- 
iven on and Judgment to determine who are guilty 
hey of the Schilm ; whether we, in diſowning the 
heir [Supremacy of a Perſon, who by his Tyranny 
ow and Deſertion had forfeited all Right to the 
ron; or the Nonjurors, in diſowning the Su- 
a C 2 piremacy 
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premacy of a Prince, who had the ſame Righ 
to it as the Body of the Nation could hay: 
iven him, had he been the firſt Prince that 
Fad ever govern'd them. As they began the 
Schiſm in King William's Reign, 10 have they 
ever ſince continued it, by diſow ning the Su. 
premacy of his Legal Succeſſors. The Noni 
jurors, whether Laity or Clergy, by making 
and agreeing upon Rules and Orders for their 
ſeparate pretended Church - Government, ate 
again excommunicate by the twelfth Canon 1 
which ſays, That whoſoever ſhall hereafter aſirn, 
that it is lawful for any ſort of Miniſters and Lo- 
Perſons, or either of them, to join together, and 
make Rules, Orders, and C altes, in Caſes 
Eccleſiaſtical, without the Ring's Authority, and 
ſhall ſubmit themſelves to be ruled and governed 
by them; let them be excommunicated ipſo facto, 
and not be reſtored until they repent of thoſe their 
Wicked and Anabaptiſtical Errors, They diſ- 
obey the 55th Canon by not praying for the 
King by Name, and expreſſing his Titles in the 
Prayer before their Sermons. By the 25th of 
Henry VIII. no Perſon can by any Chapter be 
elected Biſhop, but whom the King nominates | 
by his Cenge d Eſlire; and the Election muſt be 
certified within twenty days, under the Penalty 
of a Præmunire. But where are theſe Non- 
juring Chapters to receive theſe Conges? If in 
or out of Chapters they receive them from any 
foreign Prince or Potentate, they rhereby ac- 
knowledg a foreign Head of the Church ; 
which by the 1ſt of Elis. is for the firſt Offence F 
£1 
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a Forfeiture of all Goods, and for the ſecond 


an incurring the Penalty of Præmunire, and the 
third Offence is High Treaſon. By ordaining 
Presby ters without Titles to any ſpiritual Pre- 
ferment, or without being Maſters of Arts of 
five Years ſtanding in one of our Univerſities, 
they violate the 33d Canon. The pretended 
Biſhops who ordain, and they who are ordain'd 
by them, break the 36th Canon; the one in 
not requiring a Subſcription to the Article of 
the King's Supremacy, and the other in not 
ſubſcribing : and if they acknowledg the Su- 
remacy of any other than the King upon the 
hrone, then they incur the Penalties of the 
foremention'd Statute of the 1ſt of El:z. 


YOU ſee (my Countrymen) with what In- 
ſolence theſe Men (who falſly charge us with 
the breach of a ſingle Canon) trample upon 
all our Laws Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal, while 
every Step they take is uncanonical and trea- 
ſonable. While they declare both the Enact- 
ing and the Execution of the Laws under the 
oe Eſtabliſhment to be mere Nullities, they 

ave yet the aſſurance to appeal to them either 
for the Defence or Recovery of their Proper- 
5. and have never complain'd that a Decree in 
their favour was invalid. Where is the Ho- 


neſty, in accepting of our Laws, and of the 


Execution of them, as far as they are benefi- 
cial to their private Intereſts, and in declaring 
em inyalid, as they are to ſecure the . 
Intereſt of the Community? How ä 

| they 
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they abuſe the People, by teaching them that 
they are to fabmit and fit ſtill to the laſt, when 
tyrannically _— both in their Temporal 
and Spiritual Concerns? And how inhumanly 
do they treat Princes, by 2 their Sub- 
jects to rebel, while they are legally govern'd 
and protected in their Religious and Civil In- 
— 8 Both theſe are enormous Inſtances of 
Wickedneſs, and both perverfly contradictory 
to the common Senfe and common Juſtice of 
Mankind. If the Nonjurors are fcrupulous, 
that the late King James's turning Tyrant, and 
abdicating the Government, did not effectually 
cancel thoſe Oaths they had taken to him as 
King ; how can they defire us to violate our 
Oaths to Princes continuing in the legal Exe- 
cution of their Office? Or with what Conſci- 
ence can they invite us to ſo horrid a Wicked- 
nets? Had we ſuch an abſurd Inclination, yet 
who upon Earth could abſolve us for the breach 
of our Fidelity to our lawful Goyernours ; and 
for receiving a Pretender, debarr'd by our Laws, 
and whom we have ſo often abjur'd? There is 
none, that I know of, pretends to ſuch a Power, 
but he who blaſphemouſly uſurps the Infallibi- 
lity of God, and the Divine Authority of de- 
poſing Princes. 


B UT fappoſing the People of Exgland, in 
the time of the late King James, could have ac- 
quieſc'd under ſo monſtrous a Polity, as that of 
a Popiſh Head over a Proteſtant Church; can it 
in reaſon be imagin'd that he would have made 

any 
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any other uſe of his Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy, 
than to have made a Preſent of it to the Pope? 
Or were we now ſo mad as to inveſt his pre- 
tended Son in it (ſhould he graciouſly vouch- 
ſafe to govern at all by Parliaments) would he 
not follow the Steps of Queen Mary, in pro- 
curing one who ſhould join with him-in * 
ing that Act, which has perpetually annex d the 
Supremacy to the Crown? Upon theſe Terms, 
and upon recanting our RG and upon Tub- 
mitting to the former Eccleſiaſtical Exactions of 
his Holineſs of Rome, we might once more (as 
in her time) have the Happineſs to ſee a Le- 
gate here ready to receive our Mony and our 
Submiſſion, and to abſolve us from the Herely 
of the Reformation, and to reinſtate us within 
the Pale of the infallible Church. Or ſhould 
the Pretender, thus inveſted with the Suprema- 
cy, ſullenly and undutifully retain it to him- 
ſelf; yet ſtill, as a true Son of the Church of 
Rome, he would in Conſcience be oblig'd to de- 
ſtroy our Hereſy; and we (according to the 
Doctrine of the Nonjurors) ſhould in Conſci- 
ence be oblig d not to reſiſt him in the doing 
of it: who (let their Pretences be what they 
will) do manifeſtly aim at the Deſtruction of 
this Church and Nation. You all remember 
how zealouſſy, a few Years ago, theſe very 


; Men join'd in the Cry of. the Danger of the 
WF Church; you are, my Countrymen, many of 


you ſenſible, that you were wrought upon by 
this Fraud to oppoſe the Intereſt of the true 
Patriots of your Country, and to eſpouſe thoſe 
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whom you have ſince found by RR de- 
l 


ppeal to thoſe of you who were at that time 

us deceiv'd, whether you did not then act 
as you thought moſt for the Advantage of the 
Church of Exgland eſtabliſh'd by Law, the 
Church of which you your ſelves are commu- 
nicating Members; but they who then inflam'd 
you with a miſtaken Zeal, moſt certainly acted ** 
with another View: for the very ſame Men 
now tell you, that the Church, which you 
then thought you contended for, is dangerouſly 
erroneous and ſchiſmatical, and that the true 
Church of England, with its Authority, is on- 
ly in their cuſtody. If you ſuffer them once 
more to over-perſuade you, you will too late 
find that by the Church of Exgland they mean 
the Church of Rome; for their Conventicle is 
nothing but a Vapour, an Jens fatuus ariſi 
from the Sink of that, and thither it will at! 
lead all thoſe who ſhall ſuffer themſelves to be 
guided by it. I deſire you not to take this up- 
on my word, but conſider whether it be not un- 
avoidable, from the nature of the Caſe it ſelf. 


fignd the Subverſion of our Conſtitution. I 
a 
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WE are by the Nonjurors declar'd Schiſma- 
ticks, for diſow ning the Eccleſiaſtical Supre- 
macy of the late King James. The only way | 
to remedy this Evil, we are told, is to f rſake 

147 | our Parochial Clergy, and to unite our ſelves 
* | | bY 0 
[ (| to the pure undefiled Few, who have adher'd to 
1 his Intereſts during his Life, and ſince to thoſe 
of his pretended Son. Theſe are the —_—— 

; cm, 
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affirm, that they alone are poſſeſſed of the Au- 
thority of the Church of England, and by 
W whoſe Hands only its Ordinances are effectual- 
iy adminiſtred. Should we nationally accept 
of this kind Invitation, we ſhould a. 
prove the occaſion of deſtroying this beautiful 
unſpotted Church; which is attended with this 
unhappy Circumſtance, that it cannot poſſibly 
& laſt any longer than while it is building; as 
Jon as it is finiſh'd, it muſt neceſſarily tumble 
down: for ſhould ever the whole Body of the 
Nation become Members of this pretended 
Church, it would be incumbent upon them to 
remove the Ground of the Schiſm; which be- 
ing the diſowning the Supremacy of the late 
King James, they would be now oblig'd to de- 
liver it to him, to whom their new ſpiritual 
8 Guides affirm it belongs, who is no other than 
the Perſon who pretends a Right to our Civil 
Government. But as he would be bound, un- 
der the penalty of Damnation, to deſtroy our 
Hereſy; and as the Nation would at the ſame 
time, by theſe Mens Notions, be bound under 
the ſame penalty of Damnation not to oppoſe 
him, the Sanden is, I think, ſelf. evident, That 
this romantick pure Church muſt ineyitably fall 
Jas ſoon as it is built, that it muſt immediatel 
& wither like Joaa/'s Gourd, and expoſe all hoſe 
who ſhelter themielves under it, to the Heat of 
38 Perſecution and Martyrdom, or to the far more 
3 gricvous Calamity of embracing Idolatry. This 
cannot but be ſeen by thoſe who invite us into 
| | D 1 
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it: from whence any Proteſtant, even of the | 
meaneſt Capacity, may plainly perceive, that 
the real Buſineſs of theſe Men, under the pre. 
tence of Religion, is to levy freſh Forces in fa. 
vour of the Pretender; is to create a Civil War 
in the Bowels of the Nation, and to raiſe ano- 
ther Army in the room of that defeated in the 
late Rebellion; and under the colour of admi. 
niſtring purer Ordinances, to inſnare us into the 
Corruptions of the Church of Rome. "IR 


THE Subſtance of the Nonjurors Invita- {8 
tion to leave your Parochial Clergy, and to 
unite your ſelves to their Conventicle, if they 
would deal ingenuouſly with you, and ſpeak 
plain Engliſb, is, That truly we the Nonjurors, 
ever ſince the Revolution, have been .endea- 
vouring to reinſtate the late King James, during 
his Life-time, in the power of tyrannizing over 
your Religion and Liberties; we are Kim la- 
bouring the ſame Cauſe for him whom we call 
his Son: to this end we have try'd Aſſaſſina- 
tion- Plots, Riots, Tumults, Confpiracies, Re- 
bellion; we have ſown Diſcord among the Peo- 
ple, and made them groundlefly jealous by falſe 
Ar and Rumours; we have Pollicited what 
Popiſh Powers we could to invade theſe King. 
doms; we have done all that Men, or perhaps 
Devils, could have thought of, for the compal- 
ſing this Enterprize, the Sueceſs of which might 4 6 
not only have bound England, but all Europe in i 
Fetters. But ſince all our Schemes and * 1 
| | vi ave i 
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have prov'd ineffectual, ſince we expect to ſpeed 
no better with any thing further that we may 

Wundertake ; we muſt now defire you, Gentle- 


Government, who have abjur'd the Pretender, 
who are Communicants of the Church of Eng- 
and, to be fo civil to us, as to be your own Exe- 
© Mcutioners, and to cut your own Throats: un- 
eis you will oblige us in this Particular, we 
re utterly undone, and our Cauſe for ever 
*Fuin'd. 


IF therefore (my beloved Countrymen and 
ellow-Proteſtants) ye are not reſolv'd to be 
Slaves and Papiſts, if you have any regard for 
he Religion of your Country, or for the Pro- 
eſtant Intereſt in other Parts of the World; 
ou will avoid theſe Men, and their illegal 
onyenticles. If you have the Honeſty and 
Pratitude of Engliſhmen, you will think it but 
uſtice there to pay your Allegiance, from 
hence you are protected in your Eſtates and 
WF roperties. You will not, by the deceitful 
WF rctences of a purer Church of England, be 
ſenſibly cheated back into the idolatrous 
hurch of Rome; but you will be contented 
ich that Doctrine and Diſcipline, which your 
Morefathers have enjoy'd from the time of the 
Reformation, and which Proteſtants abroad 
ih they could be bleſſed with, as making the 
eaareſt Approaches of any other Church to the 
reſt Ages of Chriſtianity, You cannot, I 
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men, who have taken the Oaths to the preſent 
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am perſuaded, entertain ſuch unworthy Notions 


juſt and impartial Execution of the Laws 


028 ) 


of God, as to conceive that he has created { if 
many Millions of us to be abſolute Slaves to 
the unruly Paſſions of a ſinglt Man: It can ne- 
ver enter into your thoughts, that God under 
the penalty of Damnation ſhould require you 
to pay him a reaſonable Worſhip, agreeable roi 
his Holy Word, and by a continued Series of 
little leſs than miraculous Inſtances of his Pro. 
vidence furniſh you with the Means of defend. 
ing the Truth of his Goſpel ; and yet ſhoull 
inconſiſtently with his Commands, and his D. 
vine Protection, oblige you under the ſame pe. 
nalty of Damnation ro ſubmit your ſelves eit n 
to be murdered for your Religion, or to bi 
forced into Idolatry. Conſider with your felve 
whether there can poſſibly be any reaſonablii 
Motive for you to incur the Diſpleaſure of God 
by reſiſting the Power in being, his undoubtet 
Ordinance ; and to render your ſelves ob 
noxious to the Laws of your Country by you 
Diſobedience to a Lawful and Merciful Prof 
reſtant Prince, under whole watchful Protedtio! 
your Holy Religion and its Miniſters are f 
— encouraged, your Trade flouriſh 
your loſt National Reputation is reſtored, an 
your Properties inviolably ſecured by a mol 


which the Prince, together with all commi 
ſioned by him, acknow!edg and practiſe as tl 
Rule of their Adminiſtration, 


cov 
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ed k = CONSIDER what Inducement there can 
es tobe for your eſpouſing the fantaſtical Intereſt of 
nne an Attainted Popiſh Pretender, whom with all 
under other Papiſts our Laws have debarred from the 
yo Throne, that our Church may not have a Head 
le to under the indiſpenſible neceſſity of deſtroyin 
es o the Body: who, if ever he were admitte 
Pro. would infallibly ruin the Religion and Liberties 
fend of this Church and Nation; and yet admitted 
hould he muſt be, as ſoon as the Nonjuring Church 
is D. have the power of admitting him. You can- 
ze pe. not think it adviſable for you to plunge your 
* 0 ſelves into manifold Inſtances of Treabn and 


to be Rebellion, for ſuch wicked purpoſes as bringing 


{elves the preſent and unborn Subjects of theſe Realms 
able into abſolute Slavery of Soul and Body, as the 
God Deſtruction of your own Fleſh and Blood, as 
ubret the utter Extirpation of the Proteſtant Reli- 
s ob gion, You cannot enter upon ſuch Meaſures, 
youll} where if you miſcarry, you mult periſh by the 
| Prof hand of Juſtice ; and if you fucceed, (of which 


eCtio! 


there is no more a rational View, than there 


re is a rational Motive for the Attempt) are de- 
riſheh monſtrably certain of being undone bo the Idol 
J, and Pretender you laviſhly endeavour to ſet up. 
, mol As thele muſt be the unavoidable Conſequences 
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of your liſting your ſelyes Members of the 
Nonjuring Conventicle, you will think the con- 
tradictory Suppoſition of an Indefeaſible Right 
to tyrannize over a free People, who time out 
of mind have had an indiſputable Right of be- 


ing 
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ing governed by their own Laws, too ſlender a 
warrant for your running ſuch manifeſt hazards 
of Soul and Body. 


MAY ir yum God in his due time to turn 
the Hearts of all rhoſe who are already poiſoned 
with theſe Arbitrary Doctrines, ſo pernicious 
both to Prince and People, and by his pre- 
venting Grace reſtrain all others from being in- 
feted by them; that Protection from the 
Throne, and Obedience from the Subjects, may 
be (as in juſtice they ought) univerſally mu- 
tual: that while his moſt Gracious Majeſty 
ou ſuch evident proof of his knowing him- 
elf the Miniſter of God, by his conſtant ſtu- 
dying to preſerye us the People of God com- 
mitred ro his Charge, in Wealth, Peace, and 
Godlineſs; we may alſo in our turns duly con- 
ſider whoſe Authority he hath, and fatbjal ſerve, 
honour, and humbly obey him. May ſuch of the 
Clergy who have been unhappily inſtrumental 
in theſe Diviſions, for the future acknowledg 
him for Supreme Head of our Church, who is 
legally inveſted with that Title; and may they 
return to the Canonical Obedience of their re- 
ſpective Dioceſans, that we may all with one 
Heart and one Voice beg of God to deliver us 
from all Sedition, privy Conſpiracy, and Rebellion; 
from all falſe Doctrine, Hereſy, and Schiſm. 
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THESE (my Beloved Countrymen) are the 


vehement Withes of one, who prays 2 
or 
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for the Proſperity of his moſt Sacred Majeſty 
King GEORGE and his Royal Family, for 
the Preſervation of the Eſtabliſh*'d Conſtitution 
in Church and State, and for the Spiritual and 


Temporal Welfare of every one of his Fellow- 
Subjects. To 
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